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M’ADOO’S REPORT ON RAILROADS!S

WHAT THE PEOPLE THINK OF THEM

DEEEC‘;GR general of railresds W, G, McAdos bas sub-
mitted to president Wilsen & report covering the first
seven months of government cperstion of ke mitroads. It
fs a ruther glowing seport
omies and improvements schisved woder Mr. McAdoo's &i-
rectics, but not mentioming the fac! that sotwithstanding
2 25 percent tncrease in freight rates and a heavy thcrease
in passogur and Pullmaa charges, and in spite of millions
taved by warious economiss, the milreads are nor a money
maker for fhe government or for the American people who
comprise ikat governmeni., However, the people are not
caring particnlarly about the meney part of it at this
time. If the railroad adminizstration n keep up the move-
meat of trocps, military supplies, coal, steel, oo of varisus
kinds, freight for civiian requitements, snd can provide
vven fxir civilian passenger tramsportation, the country will
be very well satisfied during the war period. Mr. Mo
Ados and his assistants, the regional directors and the offis
cials and employes of the various hnes, are doing ihat.

The government turned over to Mr. McAdop a giant's
tazk when it assigned to him the direction of 2905 railresd
compavnies operating 397,004 miles of railroad and employ-
ing 1,700,814 persons, together with best and stesmship
lines engaged in cosstwise transpertztion amd navigating
an ialsnd waterwaya system which inclnded some 57 ca-
nals, 3057 miles in length =s well a3 many (honsand miles
of rivers, lakes, bayn, pounds and inlety. Aided by the best
railzoad brmins iz the coumtry, by men who did practicaily
ail the actoal work, he has dome very well with it, com-
siferiag the handicaps of war demande

The consolidation of the railroads usder one administra-
tion and tke imsvguration of Mr Mcadoo's plans for atan-
omy have resglied n & s=ving of $4,6614,889 a4 wear, that
much having been deducied irem the mlaries of officials
receiving more thao $5000 a year; the elimioation of par-|
setger iraims restclting in the saving of 46,420,000 train
o8 & year; the consolidation of terminais which has ss-
wwied toward a more cxpedilions movement of freight;
direct routisg of freight, saviog thousaods of miles of
tzavel; an iscreass in the coal movement for mix montha
amoguting Lo about 22,000,000 toms; a saving of about
S22, 585,623 throngh the abandomment of competition be-
twees hEoes and the comsclidation of ticket forces; stand-
ardiration of ireight cars and locomolives and the esizh-
lishment of schoola {or wemen fe be traiped sz ticket
sellere.

Mr. McAdoo's report shows that notwilhstanding Lhe
intzoases in pansenger fares, passenger travel bas increazed
under government operation. This is ascxibed partly to
the bigher wages pald to workmen who are constantly
changing their places of employment as well az to the
travel of soldiers who have been granted a special rate of
one oent 2 mile when on fwrlough, =nd to the jeurn=ys
of friends and yelatives of the mén to the varions canton-
ments.

The tax upon the passenger service bas also beam im-|
creased by the movement of froeps on orders from the war
And mavy departments. M: JcAdoe’s seport states that
during the mooth of July over 1,100,000 mea were moved
and an aggregate of 6455558 troops were maved bebwesn
May 1, 1917 and July 31, 197& Of this number nesrly
68 percent werr carried between Jamuary 1 aod July 1 ef
this year

The report also centains the mews that the railroad 2d-
ministration has under considerstiom a plan for estad-
lishing fixed aad equitable compensation for Joes of life
er persopal injury together with an insurasce s t and
penviens for siperannuated employes,

1t would be unjust t& pass a generz] judgment oa gov-
ernment operation of railways as based on the experiemce
we have had unless coe were te sy that if felsral opera-’
tion during wartime bas been fairly factory to .the
people in the matler of furmishing civilizns service, it
gaght to be vastly betier in time of pesce

Thers zre festures of it thet have mot been pleaxing—
for instamce, the 25 percent imervase fn freight rates, the
faise in passenger rates fo a minimum of three cemts 2
mile, the higher demurrage raies and thg supercharge on|
Pullman accommodstions. All these are inTezsss which
that part ¢f the public et in the raflrcad business
would huve fooght bitterly had it ot beem for the war-
time emeTgency.

There ate those who mmsert ihst freight ssrvice has
besn much improved by direct routing and the speedier
loading and unleading and tramefer of cars, while others|
are inclined to doubl guck fmprovemant. There is mo doubt
but tkat passeager service is mot what it was. The train
accommpdntions ofien are mot adequate. There are fre- |
quent complainty of overcrowded irains and many forme:
comforts af travel have disappeared. The poblic uoder-
stands. however, that this cutiing down of service is one
with the whanliesa days and the lightless nights, peces-
sary as 3 war ¢conomy and that the vast imcrrase in {reight

filled with statements of ecom-|

| and passenger rales was also netesszary in view of ibe ob-
| ligation which the railroad administration felt to increase
| the pay of employes making less than $250 a month

Bforeover, it ix recognised that many railroads were in
: deplozable condition when the government took them over,
short of motive power and cam, needing new eqripment of
+ all kinds aod tied up with the worst i}‘c‘ixht congegtion the
entntry has ever seen.  Great strides hsve been made io
remedying thess and other defects and there is every pros-
pect of further improvement, pessibly to the peint where
the railreads can meet all demands upon them, i the
needed motive power already ordertd can be secured, and
if the skilied labor secessary fs not with@raws for mili-
and other purposes.

I The Hard Blows Count i

FOR the past thres yesrs people have been “fed up™ with

tales of the demoralization of Anstria, the atarvaticn
of the people, the breakdown of morale at home and in the
army, and have been led to think wvery little of the Aus-
trinn fighting forces unless atiffesed with German divi-
sions and led by German genwals, 23 st Caporetto. |

But now the allies have inangoreied an offensive on 2
large scale on the Italian line and while they are forcing
their way throngh and are taking thousands of prisoners
they 2re not finding the Austrisns demoralized, It &s truc
that the Caachs, Slovaks, Croatians and Austro-Italians
(subjects of Ausiria who lived in the “lost provinces™)
have fought only when drivem to it by their officers and
have, after surrendering, willingly taket up arms on the
nide of the allies, but the Austrinns and Hungariams, who
predominate in the enemy srmy, have been giving the al-
lies tough resistance. Aond they have shown themselves
well muniticned and otherwise equipped. Whatsver may
bave been the humger and suffering amomg the cvilan
population, it is evident that the army is being kept wp
to more than fair efficiency.

Se, tve, with the German army. It is fighting honder
now than at ssy time doring the war, and both the Cer-!
mzz znd Ausive-Hungatian feices may be cousted on to
ceztest every foot of grousd bitterly from pow on

The fact is, the Atisirian srmy ia being allowed to

| kmow wery little of the peace negotiations now in progress.

It does met know, for instasce, that ils government kas
made a viriual surrender to the allies and has proposed
what ix, in effect, a separate peace. The Austrian srmy
bas heen without mail for a month or two. All it has to
do is to fight hard, and it is deoing just that.

The German army, oa the other hand, is beimg kept
fully infermed of the peace moves. Ewery officer and
cvery mae kaows the centents of the notes that have been
exchanged. Moregver, every ene of them has been orderd

tarily Garmany makes the better the peace terma the Hun
government believes it will be shle to ebiain. It takes for

definite relation to the military statms of the opposing|

forces,

S9 also with the forces of the entente. The unéated!
war lezd of the Associsted Press on the might of Octobor!
28 said:

“While both Germary and Austrin are seekieg to u—!
cure a cessation of hoatilities sand Turkey also in reported
1o be favorably disposed toward pesce, the emtents alkied
troops om all tha battle fromts are giving po beed to peace

| peepoaals, but are conticuing withou! mercy to drive their

foes before them.™

Thus both sides are at high temsion ia their fighting
and they give the cue to all the pations: To keep up the
bard blows and pay lesy stlention to the peate moles

| Quit Covering Up Evildoers

TﬁE peace officers of EI Pazo have mo right to permit
men hecause they ame  promipent

.

without influesce er money ate Jocked up and docketed by
their right pamer Men with influence znd money give
mames the olficers knew to be fictitious, sre permitted to
plead guilty and esape the publicity that they ought to
bave., I{ the cfficers will arrest and try these men under
thsir right mames, The Herald will take pleasure in in-
forming the public who they are. A little publicity of this |
kind will do more to bredk up wrongdeisg than anything
else. If, as has bteen said, & member of the commitice of
25 on law enforcement, was ia the poker party mided
| Tuesdsy evening, kis mame should be made public, iz fair.
| pess to the other 24 members of the commiftes: his real
name should go on the cour! docket. It is tims the public
| officials ceased helping to hide the nomes of e¥vildoerz |

Little Interviews ! ‘
War Camp Commuity Service Has Five Worthy Objects
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